Good evening ladies and gentlemen.
Vaheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Vaheguru Ji Ki Fateh.
It is a pleasure to be here once again for the annual Vaisakhi celebrations in the Speakers State Rooms. I want to commend Bhai Sahib Ji, Dr Sadhu Singh, Dr Rai, The British Sikh Consultative Forum and everybody that has been involved in putting on this amazing event.
In particular, I want to thank my good friend the Rt Hon Pat McFadden MP who long before the likes of Preet and myself, only landed here in Parliament about six years ago. Pat has been a strong champion of the Sikh community and consistently advocated for the Sikh community on a whole array of issues and we are extremely grateful for his good work.
I think that you can see from the cross-party support at today's event just how much love and support there is for the Sikh community. There is hardly a political party that has not been represented. We just heard from one Cabinet minister, we got the Chair of the Labour party here, we got Parliamentarians from the SNP, Lib Dems, Conservatives, from you name it, everybody is here. That is a testament to the goodwill built up by the British Sikh community for so long. 
We have spoken about the values of the Sikh community, we look at the values as voiced by the Gurus which we aspire to. 
I know that Vaisakhi traditionally is a time in the Punjab around harvest time and for the Sikhs it has an added huge significance, a religious significance, because of the pivotal moment in 1699 when the tenth Guru Gobind Singh Ji instituted the Khalsa. Those values are as important today as they were then, and why we need to be fighting for the rights of all, not just me speaking up for our rights but working for Sarbhat Da Phala (Working for the betterment of all).
I think that if there is anything that encapsulates Guru's vision for the Khalsa, it is that: Khalsa Mera Roop Hai Khas, Khalse Main Karun Niwas. The Khalsa is my special form and I reside within the Khalsa. That was spoken by the Guru, I think that Sikhs themselves will be aware.
Vuh Pargatayo Mard Agambarha Varyam Ikela, Waho Waho Gobind Singh Aape Gurchela. Guru himself having revealed the Khalsa, then went to take the Ambrosial nectar (the Amrit) from those five lovers to show to Sikhs worldwide that this is the high regard in which the Guru holds the Khalsa and those values.
I am very, very, pleased to note as Mr Speaker was saying earlier, the tremendous contribution that the Sikh community has made. If you look at the census just recently published, the results of which show that the British Sikh community is the highest in terms of home ownership of any other community out there.
This displays a strong work ethic and a drive towards education. If you took out education it’s the second highest in terms of the number of graduates of any community. I think that all the parents, I know my parents were on the case Parho, Parho, Parho- get studying, come on, you got to get through GCSEs, the A levels and get to university. 
I think that Sikhs in the hall today, in the Speaker's Staterooms, will be aware of that drive to achieve. But also to put back, as the Guru he rightly told us Vidhia Vichari Tan Parupkari. That there is no point in just gaining that education unless you can impact positively on the community. Unless you can give back, then that education is of no use to anybody. You need to be putting back. 
I am very, very grateful to those around the country, indeed Sikhs around the world including my Slough constituency where the Gurdwaras provided more than a million meals during the pandemic. When times of crisis arise, the British Sikh community steps up - the contribution of the Sikh women whether it is now or during the suffragette movement. I am pleased that Princess Sophia Dilip Singh will be commemorated with the unveiling of a blue plaque.
For those of us who have a strong military connection, my great-grandfather served in the first world war, and my grandmother’s brother and others fought in the second world war. That we will very, very soon thanks to the support of many individuals in this room as well – Pat and others who signed the early day motion. 
We got support from the government, the opposition, and the Mayor of London and we will have that memorial that National Sikh war memorial in the centre of London. Touch wood, hopefully very soon by the end of next year. That could not have come about without the immense contribution of all of your good selves. That will be another testament to the huge sacrifices of Sikhs towards the freedom of this country. 
That will symbolise the community cohesion, integration and it will be a slap in the face of racists who somehow think that those who look very different – people who might wear a turban or have a beard, people of a different colour have not contributed to the progress or freedom of our country. That is why we must continue the strive towards those positive things.
Thank you once again for all you do Pat. Thanks for setting up the event. Thank you to the audience themselves for coming here to support us.
My very, very best wishes to all of you belatedly for Vaisakhi.
Vaheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Vaheguru Ji Ki Fateh.
